Delve Deeper into Good Fortune
A film by Landon Van Soest
This multi-media resource list,
compiled by Gina Blume of the
Monroe Township Public Library,
includes books, films and other
materials related to the issues
presented in the film Good
Fortune.
Good Fortune is a provocative
exploration of how massive
international efforts to alleviate
poverty in Africa may be
undermining the very communities
they aim to benefit. In Kenya’s rural
countryside, Jackson’s farm is being
flooded by an American investor
who hopes to alleviate poverty by
creating a multimillion-dollar rice
farm. Across the country in Nairobi,
Silva’s home and business in
Africa’s largest shantytown are
being demolished as part of a U.N.
slum-upgrading project. The
gripping stories of two Kenyans
battling to save their homes from
large-scale development present a
unique opportunity see foreign aid
through eyes of the people it is
intended to help.
________________________
ADULT NONFICTION
Foreign Aid/Aid in Africa
Calderisi, Robert. The Trouble
with Africa: Why Foreign Aid
Isn't Working. New York, NY:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.
Calderisi, a World Bank official for
Africa insists that Africa’s slave
trade and colonial past are not to
blame for decades of economic
shortfalls and impoverished
population. He suggests that
Africa’s dysfunction is the product of
dictatorial and corrupt
governments, poor agricultural
policy, and the discouragement of
private investment.
Collier, Paul. The Bottom Billion:
Why the Poorest Countries are
Failing and What Can Be Done
About It. New York, NY: Oxford
University Press, 2008. Drawing
on decades of research, Collier
makes the case for how standard
foreign aid keeps the poorest
countries at the bottom while
globalization is helping more stable
nations flourish.

Easterly, William. The White
Man's Burden: Why the West's
Efforts to Aid the Rest Have
Done So Much Ill and So Little
Good. New York, NY: Penguin,
2007. This former research
economist at the World Bank
asserts that the current model of
Western aid to impoverished
countries does not have measures
for accountability or instruments
offering advice from the people the
aid is intended for.
Lancaster, Carol. Foreign Aid:
Diplomacy, Development,
Domestic Politics. Chicago, IL:
University of Chicago Press,
2006. This book examines why
governments give foreign aid to
poor countries and how this aid is
not only used as a tool of domestic
policy and political agenda, but also
one of political pressure.
Moyo, Dambisa. Dead Aid: Why
Aid Is Not Working and How
There Is a Better Way for Africa.
New York, NY: Farrar, Straus
and Giroux, 2009. Former head
economist for Goldman Sachs’
Economic Research and Strategy for
Sub-Saharan Africa argues that
general aid only promotes
dependency and corruption in
African governments without real
change.
Effective Philanthropy
Bishop, Matthew and Michael
Green. Philanthrocapitalism:
How the Rich Can Save the
World. New York, NY:
Bloomsbury Press, 2008.
Philanthrocapitalist describes the
new generation of billionaires who
are reshaping the way they give.
This new business movement is
presented through interviews
with the most powerful and
influential people in the world,
including Bill Gates, Bill Clinton,
George Soros and celebrities
Angelina Jolie and Bono.
Frumkin, Peter. Strategic
Giving: The Art and Science of
Philanthropy. Chicago, IL:
University of Chicago Press,
2006. Frumkin offers advice to a
new generation of wealthy donors
looking to make their mark in the
world of charitable giving.

Goldberg, Stephen H. Billions of
Drops in Millions of Buckets:
Why Philanthropy Doesn't
Advance Social Progress.
Hoboken, NJ: Wiley, 2009. In
this book, the author suggests an
alternative fund allocation system
similar to a stock market, where
social investors can locate and
invest in the best non-profits
Mortenson, Greg, and David
Oliver Relin. Three Cups of Tea:
One Man's Mission to Promote
Peace . . . One School at a Time.
New York, NY: Penguin, 2007.
Author Mortenson fell ill while
attempting to climb K2 and spent
several weeks recovering in a small
Pakistani village. In return, he
promised to build schools to help
this impoverished part of the world,
which planted the seeds of his
Pennies for Peace charity.
Wood, John. Leaving Microsoft
to Change the World. New York,
NY: Harper, 2007. During a much
needed vacation from his high
powered job with Microsoft’s Asia
division, author Wood discovers the
lack of books and literacy in the
remote village schools of Nepal. He
promises the villagers he would
return with books, and used his
business skills learned from
Microsoft, connections, and
determination to create Room to
Read, a non-profit organization
providing books and funding for
libraries in these remote areas of
the world.
International Development
Ayittey, George B.N. Africa
Unchained: The Blueprint for
Africa’s Future. New York, NY:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2006.
Ayittey, a Ghanaian economist,
offers an economic model and
explanation to why so many
continue to live in poverty in Africa.
Maathai, Wangari. The Case for
Africa. New York, NY: Pantheon,
2009. Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize
winner and the founder of the
Green Belt Movement, illuminates
the complex nature of development
in Africa and offers realistic options
for change.
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Neuwirth, Robert. Shadow
Cities: A Billion Squatters, a
New Urban World. New York,
NY: Routledge, 2006.
Investigative reporter Neuwirth
lived aside urban squatters in
countries like Brazil, India, Kenya
and Turkey and writes about their
plight from a firsthand point of
view.
Sachs, Jeffrey. The End of
Poverty: Economic Possibilities
for Our Time. New York, NY:
Penguin, 2006. Sachs, an
economist, proposes nine specific
steps that would help those living in
poverty rise above a mere
subsistence level.
Sen, Amartya. Development as
Freedom. New York, NY:
Anchor, 2000. Economist Amartya
Sen introduces the idea of
considering human welfare in
economic development in this book,
his first after winning the Nobel
Prize.
Kenya
Dinesen, Isak. Out of Africa.
New York, NY: Random House,
1937. Writing under the pen name
Isak Dinesen, Danish aristocrat
Baroness Karen Blixen chronicles
her life operating a coffee plantation
in Kenya between 1914 and 1931.
She describes her experience in
British East Africa before the start
of WWII and details the vast
landscape and indigenous
population surrounding her farm.
Human Rights Watch. “Ballots
to Bullets: Organized Political
Violence and Kenya’s Crisis of
Governance.” Human Rights
Watch 20.1 (2008). A report
describing the patterns in violence
that occurred in Kenya after the
December 2007 general election
and how decades of ethnic tensions
and impunity along with injustices
over land, corruption, and inequality
contributed to the months of
bloodshed.
Weiss, Thomas G. “Halting
atrocities in Kenya.” Great
Decisions 2010 (2010): 17-30.
This UN policy addresses the right
of neighboring countries, in this
case, the African Union and former
UN secretary-general Kofi Annan to
intervene in a sovereign country in
order to prevent escalating violence
from becoming an all out civil war
or genocide.

NONFICTION FOR YOUNGER
READERS
Nivola, Claire A. Planting the
Trees of Kenya: The Story of
Wangari Maathai. New York, NY:
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.
A picture book for young readers
about this Kenyan Nobel Peace
Prize-winning activist who
encourages repair of the Kenyan
economy and well-being through
environmental acts, such as
planting trees.
FICTION FOR YOUNGER
READERS
Chamberlin, Mary. Mama
Panya's Pancakes. Cambridge,
MA: Barefoot Books, 2006. The
timeless story of loaves and fishes
told through this tale of mother and
son as they share their meager
meal amongst their village friends.
This classic folklore teaches about
community and generosity while
introducing children to the beauty
of east Africa.
Kroll, Virginia. Masai and I.
New York, NY: Simon &
Schuster, 1997. Kroll presents a
comparison of Western and Kenyan
cultures seen through the eyes of a
young African American girl.
Similarities and differences of the
two cultures are made through
illustrations depicting flora, fauna,
and daily lifestyles.
_________________________
FILMS/DOCUMENTARIES
Masai: The Rain Warriors. A
film by Pascal Plisson. Art
Mattan, 2005. TRT: 94 min.
This debut fictional film uses reallife Masai warriors speaking in their
native tongue, chronicling their
quest to bring rain to their land.
Plisson filmed this on the savannahs
of Kenya.
Nowhere in Africa. A film by
Caroline Link. Sony Pictures,
2002. TRT: 141 min. Academy
Award®-winner for Best Foreign
Language Film, Nowhere in Africa is
about a Jewish family that fled
Germany in the 1930's to work on a
farm in Kenya, where they must
make some major adjustments.

Out of Africa. A film by Sydney
Pollack. Universal Studios,
1985. TRT: 161 min.
Out of Africa is an epic tale of love,
loss, and self discovery in pre-WWII
British East Africa (Kenya), and a
winner of 7 Academy Awards®,
including Best Picture. Robert
Redford and Meryl Streep star in
the true story of a woman who
travels to Kenya to be with her cold
husband and falls in love with a
mysterious adventurer.
What Are We Doing Here? A film
by Brandon Klein. Klein
Pictures, 2009. TRT: 84 min. This
controversial documentary
discusses why after 50 years of
Western involvement, billions of
dollars in foreign assistance and
countless promises, Africa is still so
poor.

