Delve Deeper into Ella Es El Matador (She Is the Matador)
A film by Gemma Cubero and Celeste Carrasco
This multi-media resource list,
compiled by Paul A. Bareño of
the San Diego Public Library,
includes books, films and other
materials related to the issues
presented in the film Ella Es El
Matador.
For Spaniards — and for the world
— nothing has expressed their
country's traditionally rigid gender
roles more powerfully than the
image of the male matador. So
sacred was the bullfighter's
masculinity to Spanish identity that
a 1908 law barred women from the
sport. Ella Es el Matador reveals
the surprising history of the women
who made such a law necessary
and offers fascinating profiles of two
female matadors currently in the
arena: the acclaimed Mari Paz Vega
and neophyte Eva Florencia. These
women are gender pioneers by
necessity. But what emerges as
their truest motivation is their sheer
passion — for bullfighting and the
pursuit of a dream. A copresentation with Latino Public
Broadcasting (LPB).
________________________
ADULT NONFICTION
Cintrón, Lola Verrill. Goddess of
the Bullring: The Story of
Conchita Cintron, the World's
Greatest Matadora. London: F.
Muller, 1961. This is the memoir
of Conchita Cintron, one of the most
famous female bullfighters.
Crouser, Michael. Los Toros.
Twin Palms Publishers, 2007.
Los Toros is a photographic
narrative on bullfighting with an
introduction by renowned Peruvian
author Mario Vargas Llosa, who
discusses childhood memories of
bullfighting events.
Feiner, Muriel. Women and the
Bullring. Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2003. Feiner
explores the history, present
circumstances and shifts in ideology
concerning women's direct
participation in bullfighting.
Hemingway, Ernest. The
Dangerous Summer. New York:
Scribner, 1985. Ernest
Hemingway's first-hand chronicle of
the brutal season of bullfights.

Josephs, Allen. Ritual and
Sacrifice in the Corrida: the
Saga of César Rincón.
Gainesville: University Press of
Florida, 2002. Josephs presents
the ritual of bullfighting as an
important part of Spanish culture
and art illustrated through the
career of a superstar matador.

Garcia Lorca, Federico. Lament
for the Death of a Bullfighter
and Other Poems. London:
Faber Finds, 2008.
Spanish poet and playwright
Federico Garcia Lorca writes a poem
after the death of his friend, a
bullfighter gored fatally during a
bullfight.

Lewine, Edward. Death and the
Sun: A Matador's Season in the
Heart of Spain. London:
Doubleday, 2005. The author
follows a famous Spanish matador
for a full season and provides
laymen with an understanding of
the meaning of bullfighting in
Spanish culture.

Garcia Lorca, Federico. In
Search of Duende. New York:
New Directions, 1998. Garcia
Lorca writes about dance, music
and bullfighting, three art forms
that embody the concept of duende,
a word from Andalusian folklore
that stands for passion and creative
inspiration.

Marvin Garry. Bullfight. Oxford:
U. of Illinois Press, 1994. This
book discusses issues that surround
bullfighting such as the ethics,
spectacle, national pride and
masculinity.

Michener, James A. Miracle in
Seville. New York: Random
House, 1995. A tale of bulls and
miracles, narrated by an American
journalist, this novel recounts the
story of a rancher who prays to the
Virgin Mary to have his bull gain
him in glory.

McCormick, John. Bullfighting:
Art, Technique & Spanish
Society. New Brunswick, N.J.:
Transaction Publishers, 1998. A
book for those who want to
understand bullfighting, how it
came to be viewed as art, and
written from the point of view of the
torero.

Welles, Jan. Stardust Girl: A
Memoir. Los Angeles: Alyson
Books, 2001. Former singer Jan
Welles writes about her life as a
female bullfighter in Mexico and her
struggle as a gay singer during
Hollywood’s golden age.

O'Neill, Eamonn. Matadors: A
Journey into the Heart of
Modern Bullfighting. Edinburgh:
Mainstream Publishing, 1998.
An ode to the modern bullring as
the author brings bullfighters past
and present to life, including a
Japanese matador known as the
Rising Sun Kid.

NONFICTION FOR YOUNGER
READERS

Pink, Sarah and Jackie Waldron.
Women and Bullfighting:
Gender, Sex and the
Consumption of Tradition. New
York: Berg Publishers, 1997. The
authors trace the contested success
of female bullfighter Cristina
Sanchez and what it reveals about
Andalusian gender ideologies in the
1990s. They also discuss the roles
of non-bullfighter women as wives,
mothers and the “beautiful
spectator.”

Kennedy, A.L. On Bullfighting.
New York: Anchor Publishers,
2001. This book details the journey
of the author into Spain and her
encounters with the world of
bullfighting.

ADULT FICTION
Conrad, Barnaby. Matador.
Capra Press, 1952. Conrad writes
about the bullfighting tradition in
Spain.

Arruza, Carlos. My Life as A
Matador: The Autobiography of
Carlos Arruza. Houghton Mifflin,
1956. Grades 9 and up. The story
of Carlos Arruza and his life as a
matador.

FICTION FOR YOUNGER
READERS
Lea, Tom. The Brave Bulls.
University of Texas Press, 2002.
Grades 9 and up. The story of
bullfighting in Mexico.
Say, Allan. El Chino. New York:
Sanpiper, 1990. Grades 2-5. The
true story of the Arizona-born Billy
Wong, the boy that became the first
Chinese bullfighter.
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A film by Gemma Cubero and Celeste Carrasco
Wojciechowska, Maia. Shadow
of a Bull. Atheneum Books,
1972. Grades 5 and up. The story
of a young boy who has to make a
decision, to follow in his famous
bullfighter father’s footsteps or do
what he wants and become a
doctor.
_________________________
FILMS/DOCUMENTARIES
60 Minutes: Blood Brothers.
CBS, 2008. TRT: 11 min. CBS
correspondent Bob Simon talks to
bullfighters Cayetano and Francisco
Ordonez.
http://www.cbsnews.com/
American Bullfighter (DVD)
Produced by Dan Welcher,
Ramiro Gonzales, Mike Russell.
Canoga Park, CA: Cinema Libre
Studio, 2008. TRT: 82 min.
A documentary that explores
filmmaker Alex LeMay's recovery
from alcoholism by using
bullfighting as his method of
rehabilitation and redemption.
www.amazon.com
Matador. Directed by Pedro
Almodovar. Cinevista, 1986.
TRT: 110 min.
Reflecting the mythical aspects of
bullfighting, this dark comedy
explores the sexual practices of a
retired matador and a bullfighting
student.
www.amazon.com
The Matador. Produced and
directed by Stephen Higgins and
Nina Gilden Seavey. City Lights
Home Entertainment, 2008.
TRT: 75 min. Documentary film
about David Fandila's three-year
journey across Spain and Latin
America in his quest to become the
top-ranked bullfighter in the world.
www.amazon.com
Talk to Her. Directed by Pedro
Almodovar. Sony Pictures, 2002.
TRT: 112 min. A film about two
men care after their comatose
lovers, one a female bullfighter who
was gored by a bull and a ballerina
who suffered a car accident.
www.amazon.com

