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Letter from the Filmmakers
S AN F RANCISCO /S ANTIAGO , J ULY 2008

Dear Viewer,
We had both wanted for many
years to explore in a documentary
what happened in Chile after
General

Augusto

Pinochet

overthrew the democratically
elected

Socialist

president

Salvador Allende in 1973. Patricio
is Chilean and lived through it all.
Elizabeth helped make a film in
Chile in the early 1970s and has
been haunted ever since by what
happened there. She brought to
The Judge and the General years
of work as a print and television
foreign correspondent. Patricio, a
producer and musician, brought
an insider’s view of the matices,
the different shades of inference
and doubt at work in a place like
Chile.
Elizabeth

Filmmaker Elizabeth Farnsworth and Patricio Lanfranco.

was

especially

Photo courtesy of Pat Johnson Studios, San Francisco, CA

interested in understanding the
phenomenon

of

“the

Good

German,” the conscientious person of high ideals who goes along with state terror because it offers safety and order in a time of
chaos. Patricio was driven to explore more deeply the nature of hope. Faced with state terror, how did Chileans from so many
different backgrounds dare to hope and act as if someday justice would return?
We had first worked together in Chile in early 2000, producing reports for The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer. Later, when we separately
met Judge Juan Guzmán, we each realized his was the story we had been waiting to tell. He had been appointed by judicial lottery
to investigate the first criminal charges filed against Pinochet in Chile in 1998. (Judges there both investigate and try cases.)
Because Guzmán was politically conservative and had welcomed the 1973 Pinochet coup, human rights lawyers and victims’ families
feared he would never seriously investigate the alleged crimes of the general he had supported. Those skeptics had often risked
their own lives gathering evidence during the Pinochet years in hope of eventually bringing torturers and murderers to trial. Why
should they trust a Johnny-come-lately? There was little basis for hope that Guzmán might change.
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Letter from the Filmmakers
By the end of The Judge and the General, viewers will know whether the skeptics were right or wrong. The documentary is a
detective story told by Guzmán and his witnesses, focusing on two specific crimes. As a NewsHour correspondent, Elizabeth was
used to leading viewers through the labyrinth of a complex story with a voice-over narration, but here the main characters tell the
tale. Our toughest job in editing was sticking with this mode of storytelling and keeping the present in the forefront while also
flashing back to the past to explore the context of the crimes.
At our sides as we solved creative dilemmas were executive producer Dick Pearce, a documentary and feature filmmaker (Hearts
and Minds, Country, The Long Walk Home, Leap of Faith), who also had experience in Chile and continually urged us to craft a film that
spoke to the heart as well as the head, and editor Blair Gershkow, who argued for the primacy of suspenseful storytelling every step
of the way.
As Guzmán travels ever deeper into what he calls the “abyss” of the past, he benefits from evidence that was gathered as the crimes
were occurring by victims’ relatives, journalists and human rights lawyers. The hope implicit in their determination to gather every
available shred of evidence to lay the groundwork for future trials is a defining moment in the worldwide human rights movement
and stands in direct contrast to the actions of those who went along with — or even aided — the repression, including Judge
Guzmán. We believe his journey — as he uncovers long-buried truths from the past and confronts his own role in the tragedy —
holds meaning for us all at a time when terror, torture, rendition and secret prisons, all part of the Chilean experience, make news
in the United States almost every day.
.
Elizabeth Farnsworth and Patricio Lanfranco,
Producers/Directors
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Introduction
The Judge and the General, a feature-length
(87 minutes) documentary explores the
criminal investigation of General Augusto
Pinochet, who led a military regime in Chile
for nearly 20 years. In 1973, Pinochet led a
military coup that ousted the democratically
elected president Salvador Allende. In the
service of his anti-Communist crusade and
with U.S. help, Pinochet’s military and
intelligence community consolidated power
with a campaign of violence that included
secret prisons, torture and murder. Hundreds
of “disappeared” were arrested, never to be
seen again.
In 1998, relatives of victims filed suit against
the former dictator and a judicial lottery
assigned the case to a conservative judge,
Juan Guzmán, considered to be a longtime
Pinochet supporter. The filmmakers, who
were granted unique access to Judge
Guzmán’s criminal investigations, might have
expected to document a cover-up. Instead,
they witnessed a profound personal transformation as the judge descends into what he
calls “the abyss,” uncovering a past that
includes his own role in the tragedy.
As an outreach tool, The Judge and the
General tells a cautionary tale about violating
human rights in the name of “higher ideals.”
In a time when terrorism, torture and
rendition are top stories and human rights
abuses make headlines on a regular basis,
the film will challenge viewers to learn from
history.

Police arrest journalist Mónica González (kneeling) in 1984.
Photo courtesy of Mónica González
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Background Information

Many Chileans refer to “the other 9/11” — the September 11,
1973, coup led by General Augusto Pinochet against the

Police detectives and a forensic anthropologist exhume bodies
during Judge Juan Guzmán's investigation.
Photo courtesy of Samy Carrasco

democratically elected government of Socialist Salvador
Allende. The coup left thousands of Chileans dead, tortured or
“disappeared.” Allende committed suicide. The ensuing 17-year

That double assassination, committed by the DINA, Chile’s

dictatorship was embraced then, and even now, by a large

secret police under Pinochet, helped begin the slide in the

segment of Chilean society. In the United States, CIA complicity

regime’s international legitimacy as domestic opposition

in the coup was hotly debated, and the 1976 car-bomb assassi-

reignited and spread. The murder would later be identified as

nation in Washington, D.C., of anti-Pinochet exile Orlando

being part of Operation Condor, in which the Pinochet

Letelier, along with his American associate, Ronnie Moffit,

government pursued Chilean exiles, targeting dissidents for

alienated many of the general’s North American supporters.

kidnapping, rendition, detention, torture and death. Because it

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Background Information
took place in the United States,
the assassination triggered an
FBI investigation that would
ultimately

reveal

some

of

Pinochet’s abuses and contribute
to his downfall.
By the late 1980s, Pinochet and
his

colleagues

sensed

the

waning of their military rule and
engineered a transition to civilian
government

intended

to

guarantee them a heavy hand in
succeeding governments — and
immunity from prosecution.
Pinochet’s immunity was not
challenged throughout most of
the 1990s by elected center-left
governments. When relatives of
victims filed a criminal complaint
against Pinochet in 1998, no one
expected anything to happen —
an expectation reinforced when
the case was assigned by lottery
to appellate court judge Juan

Judge Guzmán after an all-day investigation on Chile's Pacific coast.

Guzmán. (For human rights cases in Chile, judges are

Photo courtesy of Juan Guzmán

responsible for investigating and prosecuting, as well as trying,
cases.)

flew in a helicopter from town to town, marking on lists the

Guzmán was seen as a conservative judge who, as a young law

names of those to be executed. Guzmán’s disinterment of

clerk, had penned some of the denials of habeas corpus, which

Donoso’s remains, which proved that he had been murdered

were signed by higher judges. A man from a wealthy and

rather than killed in a road accident as the army claimed,

patrician family, Guzmán believed the Pinochet version of

provides a dramatic foreground to the heart-rending account of

events: that the army had saved the country from a Communist

Mónica Moya, Donoso’s widow, of his arrest and torture.

revolution and that any excesses committed by the military

Another prominent case involved the “disappeared” Cecilia

were the inevitable consequences of a dire struggle. Then the

Castro, a young law student and political activist, whose

unexpected happened — Judge Guzmán began investigating the

mother, Edita, was forced to lead Pinochet’s secret police to her

allegations in detail and in earnest.

daughter’s hiding place in order to save her granddaughter’s

Judge Guzmán’s investigation included over 1,000 cases. One of

life. Guzmán and his detectives determined that some political

the many victims was Manuel Donoso, a young sociology

prisoners, perhaps including Cecilia, had been made to

professor who was killed during the “caravan of death.”

disappear by having their bodies tied to iron rails, then thrown

Pinochet’s right-hand man, General Sergio Arrellano Stark,

into the sea.

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Background Information

Cecilia Castro and husband Juan Carlos Rodríguez

In 1998, General Pinochet was arrested in Britain while

on their wedding day.

undergoing medical treatment. Initially, a Spanish court

Photo courtesy of Edita Salvadores

requested his extradition for human rights violations and the
British government placed him under house arrest. Doctors
deemed Pinochet too ill to stand trial, and he stayed in Britain
until 2000, when he was flown back to Chile. His immunity was
taken away, and in 2006, several judges indicted Pinochet and
high courts ruled him mentally competent to stand trial. He was

Sources:
Obituary of Augusto Pinochet, BBC NEWS,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/americas/472707.stm;
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/12/10/
AR2006121000302.html)

placed under house arrest and awaiting trial on multiple counts
of fraud, torture and murder until his death on December 10,
2006.

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Background Information
Timeline of Events

legitimate and working to reestablish democracy.

1970

Salvador Allende, a Socialist, is elected president of
Chile.

Some Chileans begin armed resistance against the
Pinochet government. Over the next few months they
especially target power stations and supply lines,
creating blackouts across the nation.

1972

Allende nationalizes many of the nation’s resources.
The economy begins to falter and the inflation rate
surges. The nation is plagued by frequent strikes and
political protests.

1983

The first national protest takes place, organized by a
union of copper workers. There have been sporadic
protests both in and outside of Chile for a decade, but
this consolidates the opposition. The military
responds by occupying working-class neighborhoods
of Santiago; but monthly protests would continue for
the next two years.

1987

Center-left opposition parties form a coalition to
defeat Pinochet in upcoming elections. Voter
registration happens for the first time since 1973.

1988

Amid growing protests, Pinochet is defeated in a
plebiscite. Pinochet considers ignoring the public’s
decision, but the military refuses to back him. He
steps down as president but remains commander of
the army for another decade, during which arrests
and murders of political opponents (including
potential witnesses to Pinochet’s atrocities) continue.
He also assumes the title of “Senator for Life,” which
gives him parliamentary immunity from prosecution
in Chile.

1989

Christian Democrat Patricio Aylwin is elected
president in the first free elections since the coup. He
pardons many political prisoners who had been
arrested by Pinochet, but continues Pinochet’s freemarket economic policies.

1990

Chile creates a National Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (known by its leader’s name as the
Rettig Commission). Its 1991 “Rettig Report” would
verify that during Pinochet’s reign, more than 2,000
Chileans had suffered serious human rights abuses
by agents of the state resulting in disappearance or
death.

1992

The National Corporation for Reparations and
Reconciliation is created to follow up on the Rettig
Report and determine reparations amounts for the
families of Pinochet’s victims.

Allende promotes military officer Augusto Pinochet to
be commander-in-chief of the army.
1973

Pinochet leads a military coup that topples the
government.
Manuel Donoso is killed.

1973

An ecumenical committee is created (Comité Pro
Paz) to help those persecuted by the dictatorship.

1974

Pinochet creates the National Intelligence Agency
(DINA).

1976

Pinochet shuts down the Pro Paz committee, and the
Catholic Church creates the Vicariate of Solidarity to
protest human rights violations and to gather
evidence on all those killed and disappeared. The
church-run organization also provides legal aid for
families of Pinochet’s victims.
The U.S. Congress passes the Kennedy Amendment,
which bans military aid to the Pinochet government.
Orlando Letelier, former Chilean ambassador to the
United States, is assassinated by car bomb. His
American colleague, Ronnie Karpen Moffit, is also
killed.

1977

Pinochet dissolves the DINA (though it is replaced by
another agency, the CNI).

1978

Pinochet grants amnesty for acts that representatives
of his government committed between 1973 and 1978.
He also rewrites the constitution to assure his rule
until 1988.

1980

In a dubious referendum process, the country votes
to endorse a new constitution giving Pinochet
unfettered rule for another eight years while also
creating the appearance that the government is

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Background Information
1998

While in London for medical treatment, Pinochet is
arrested. Spain asks for extradition in order to try
him for the killings of Spanish nationals in Chile. He
remains in London under house arrest for 16 months.
Ultimately, Home Secretary Jack Straw denies
extradition on the grounds that the general is
medically unfit to stand trial.
2000

By the time of Pinochet’s death, 497 agents of his
government had been indicted and 30 had been
convicted and imprisoned. More than 3,000 victims
had been identified, though many more suffered
human rights violations during the Pinochet regime.

The first criminal complaints against Pinochet are
presented to the courts. The case is assigned to
Judge Juan Guzmán, who begins his investigation of
Pinochet.

Pinochet returns to Chile. Families of the
“disappeared” and other victims demand that he be
tried in Chile. Attorneys of the victims’ families
petition Judge Guzmán to remove Pinochet’s
immunity for the Caravan of Death crimes on the
grounds that since the bodies of the “disappeared”
had never been found, the crime is ongoing and
therefore immunity for a specific time period cannot
apply. Judge Guzmán takes that request to the Court
of Appeals. The court agrees and lifts immunity, but
also decides that Pinochet is medically unfit to stand
trial.

2003

Guzmán sees Pinochet do a television interview with
Miami journalist Maria Elvira Salazar. He appears to
be fit.

2004

Guzmán declares that General Pinochet is now
competent to stand trial and indicts him. He also
orders Pinochet kept under house arrest.

2005

Former DINA director Manuel Contreras is arrested.

2006

Michelle Bachelet is inaugurated as president of
Chile; she had been elected at the end of 2005.
During Pinochet’s regime, she and her mother had
been imprisoned, and her father died as the result of
torture.

2006

Pinochet dies while awaiting trial. Bachelet’s
government refuses to declare national mourning.
Former Pinochet supporters gather outside the
military hospital to protest. Pinochet’s will instructs
that he be cremated rather than buried so that there
would never be a gravesite that could be desecrated.

© American Documentary, Inc.

2007

Another 200 Pinochet agents are indicted.
Investigations continue.

Sources:
The Judge and the General; “Augusto Pinochet, 1915–2006: He Took His Crimes to
the Grave,” The Global Policy Forum (December 11, 2006),
http://www.globalpolicy.org/intljustice/wanted/2006/1211pinodeath.htm;
“Chile and the End of Pinochet,” The Nation (February 8, 2001),
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20010226/cooper; “Chile’s Most Famous Judge,”
BBC News (December 14, 2004),
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/672026.stm; Derechos,
www.chipsites.com/derechos/1976_eng.html;
http://www.chipsites.com/derechos/1973_eng.html;
http://www.chipsites.com/derechos/1998_eng.html;
Federation of American Scientists,
http://www.fas.org/irp/world/chile/allende.htm;
The Andean World, www.mundoandino.com/Chile/History-allende;
http://www.mundoandino.com/Chile/History-pinochet.
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Background Information
Chile Today
Approximately 16.6 million people live
in Chile. Most are of mixed Spanish
and indigenous descent and identify as
Christian (mostly Roman Catholic).
Compared with neighboring countries,
the

Chilean

economy

has

been

relatively prosperous, with copper
exports as a special focus. The nation,
which gained independence from
Spain in 1818, has a long history of
multiparty elections, notwithstanding
the interruption of democracy by the
Pinochet regime.

Judge Juan Guzmán
The son of a Chilean diplomat and
famous poet, Juan Guzmán was born
Forensic investigator working with Judge Guzmán.

in 1939 in El Salvador. He grew up in

Photo courtesy of Samy Carrasco

several countries before returning to Chile to study law. He first
worked as a financial advisor in the United States, but returned
to Chile in 1970, just as Salvador Allende was elected to the
presidency. Like his parents, Guzmán opposed Allende’s

judiciary in 2005. He is now the director of the Institute of

political agenda and was initially supportive of the Pinochet

Human Rights, which he founded at the Central University of

regime. But while serving as a judge, Guzmán began to have

Chile.

doubts as he came to understand how the government
maintained its grip on power. At the time, he did not speak out

Sources:

and continued to perform his duties as a judge, eventually
rising to serve on the Court of Appeals.

“Chile’s Most Famous Judge,” BBC News (December 14, 2004),
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/672026.stm; “Juan Guzmán,” The

Guzmán retained his position after the restoration of

International Congress on Human Rights, www.congreso-derechos-humanos-

democracy in 1990. When, in 1998, attorneys for the relatives of

valladolid.es/programa/guzman_tapia.ht; “Shining a Light into the Abyss of

the victims petitioned the court to prosecute those responsible

Chile’s Dictator,” The New York Times (February 25, 2006),

for the “disappeared,” a judicial lottery assigned Pinochet’s

www.nytimes.com/2006/02/25/international/americas/25guzma

case to Guzmán. In Chile at that time, in addition to hearing
cases, judges investigated and determined whom to prosecute,
so Guzmán’s role in holding accountable those who were
responsible was critical.
Judge Guzmán ultimately indicted Pinochet and other
members of his security forces. Guzmán retired from the

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Background Information
Selected People Featured in The Judge and the General

José Zalaquett – Professor of Law, University of Chile, also

Eduardo Contreras – Attorney for families of victims

attorney at the Vicariate Society of Solidarity

Mónica González – Journalist imprisoned under Pinochet

Patricia Verdugo – Author of Chile, Pinochet and the Caravan of
Death; passed away in 2007

Mónica Moya – Widow of Pinochet victim Manuel Donoso

Waldo Sankán – Pinochet survivor who was arrested
with Manuel Donoso

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Background Information
Selected People Featured in The Judge and the General

John Dinges – Freelance journalist living in Chile during
Pinochet’s regime and author of The Condor years: How Pinochet
and His Allies Brought Terrorism to Three Continents

Edita Salvadores de Castro – mother of victim Cecilia (Chechi)

María Cecilia Rodriquez – sister of victim Juan Carlos Rodriguez

Carmen Hertz – Attorney for the Vicariate Society of Solidarity

(an engineering student and husband of Cecilia Castro)

and widow of a victim

Castro (a 23-year-old law student)

Peter Kornbluh – Author of The Pinochet File
© American Documentary, Inc.
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Background Information
Selected People Featured in The Judge and the General
POLITICAL FIGURES

General Arellano Stark – One of the leaders responsible for the

General Manuel Contreras – Director of DINA (Chile’s secret

Caravan of Death

police) under Pinochet

Osvaldo Romo – DINA officer who arrested Edita, Cecilia, Juan

Juan Molina – Army helicopter crew chief who testified to

Carlo, and María Cecilia; accused of torturing prisoners

dumping victims’ bodies in the ocean as ordered by DINA

Pablo Rodriguez – Pinochet’s attorney, leader in the 1970s of the
right-wing group Patria y Libertad
© American Documentary, Inc.
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General Discussion Questions
Immediately after the film, you may want to give people a
few quiet moments to reflect on what they have seen. If the
mood seems tense, you can pose a general question and give
people some time to themselves to jot down or think about
their answers before opening the discussion.
Unless you think participants are so uncomfortable that they
can’t engage until they have had a break, don’t encourage
people to leave the room between the film and the
discussion. If you save your break for an appropriate
moment during the discussion, you won’t lose the feeling of
the film as you begin your dialogue.
One way to get a discussion going is to pose a general
question such as:
•

If you could ask the judge a single question, what would
you ask and why?

•

What did you learn from this film? What insights did it
provide?

•

Describe a moment or scene in the film that you found
particularly disturbing or moving. What was it about
that scene that was especially compelling for you?

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Discussion Prompts
Pinochet’s Chile
•

Attorney

(widow

of

Carmen
a

Hertz

“disappeared”)

observed, “The great majority of
Chileans, especially the middle
class, doesn’t want to know,
doesn’t want to see. It was a form
of cowardice. As long as you don’t
know, you don’t have to take a
position.” Should those in Chile
who “didn’t want to see” be held
accountable in any way for the
actions

of

Pinochet

and

his

generals, and if so, how? What
responsibility do citizens have for
the actions of their government?
•

According to one reporter,

Judge Juan Guzmán was surprised
to

find

evidence

of

brutality

because “[h]e’d created his own
world and submerged himself in
it.” What circumstances made it
possible for Judge Guzmán to be
unaware of the violence taking

Manuel Donoso at his wedding in 1972.

place around him? Do you think social class or wealth enables

Photo courtesy of Mónica Moya

people to insulate themselves from the reality of others’ daily
lives? Why or why not?
•

Guzmán says of his original encounters with cases in

which soldiers shot citizens, “I honestly thought that they were
isolated cases, powerful bullies who went out in the street and
just did things on their own. We couldn’t believe that an
honorable army such as ours could be involved in such crimes.

•

According to Eduardo Contreras, the so-called Caravan of

Death targeted “artists, intellectuals, professors, union leaders,
student leaders and political leaders.” Why these people? What
kinds of threats to Pinochet’s government did each of these
types of people represent?

We thought, frankly, that this was Communist propaganda.”

•

How does use of propaganda erode trust in media, in

have absolute power, [DINA director General Manuel] Contreras

Journalist Mónica González says that “for Pinochet to

government and between citizens? How does partisan political

must finish his work: to create so much fear that no one dare

rhetoric erode such trust? When it comes to politics and

rebel against his power.” Beyond using fear to silence

government, what are the consequences of misplaced trust and

opposition, how can using fear encourage citizens to give up

misplaced suspicion?

civil rights or accept dictatorship?

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Discussion Prompts

Judge Guzmán and unidentified person just after human bones are

Seeking Justice

found during an investigation near Los Angeles, in southern Chile.
Photo courtesy of Samy Carrasco

•

Judge Guzmán, disturbed to see his own signature on

•

Judge Guzmán says, “I thought that hatred had finished

paperwork that denied family members the right to question

here in Chile,” but when he sees passionate street protesters

the detention of their relatives, says that hearing the

berating the government for failing to honor Pinochet’s death,

descriptions from family members about how their relatives

he realizes that the hatreds that split the nation in the 1970s still

were kidnapped and how the courts didn’t respond “opened the

exist. Why didn’t Guzmán’s investigation or subsequent

eyes of my soul.” What was your reaction to hearing the stories

elections heal Chile’s wounds? What might be done now to

of the “disappeared”?

repair the divisions?

•

In your view, is Judge Guzmán a hero? Why or why not?

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Discussion Prompts
•

Should Pinochet’s policy of killing opponents be an

internal legal matter for Chileans alone to address, or do other
countries have an interest in seeing Pinochet brought to
justice? If so, what is that interest and how would you differentiate it from interference in another nation’s affairs? What
makes something a “crime against humanity” (and therefore a
matter for courts of all nations) as opposed to a national crime?
•

Reflecting on the fact that his indictment of Pinochet led

to indictments of others, including the head of the DINA,
Contreras says, “People saw the chief of the repressive
machinery detained by force, which meant the courts were
working.” Carmen Hertz proclaims, “The judges have done it.
The families of the victims have done it. Human rights lawyers
have done it.” How did the judiciary both abet and ultimately
stop Pinochet? What did it take to achieve some measure of
justice? What kind of activism succeeded in stopping Pinochet?
•

Judge Guzmán believes that his investigation is

“important for the people, important for the relatives of the
victims and important for the country. A wounded country needs
to know the truth.” What role does truth-telling play in repair
and reconciliation? How important is a trial, and what could
Chile do given that Pinochet died before he could be formally
tried and convicted?
•

Pinochet claimed that the brutal crimes of which he was

accused were committed by his subordinates without his
knowledge. Assuming that were true, would it absolve Pinochet
of responsibility? In what ways are heads of government
accountable for what happens during their administration?
•

Defending his imposition of law and order, General

Pinochet said, “One of the primary objectives of a government
is to give tranquility and protection.” In the face of internal
unrest, what are the benefits and drawbacks of using military

Manuel Donoso and wife Mónica Moya on their wedding day in 1972.
Photo courtesy of Mónica Moya

force to impose “tranquility and protection”? How far can a
government go to quell violent protest before it threatens the
democracy it is trying to defend?

adviser to the Bachelet administration, what would you have
recommended they do after Pinochet’s death and why?

•

When Pinochet died, Michelle Bachelet, the president of

Chile (and former political prisoner under Pinochet’s regime),
refused to lower flags to half-mast. Former Pinochet
supporters take to the street in protest. If you had been an

© American Documentary, Inc.
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Implications for U.S. Policy
•

Prior to viewing the film, what did you know about

Pinochet or U.S. involvement in Chile? In what ways did the
film confirm or challenge your ideas?
•

What did it feel like to hear people describe being

tortured? What did you learn from this film that might inform
your views about current U.S. policy on water-boarding?
•

For the sake of argument, assume that the United States

was correct in its assessment of Salvador Allende as a threat.
What actions were legally and/or morally appropriate for the
U.S. government to take in response to a democratically
elected Socialist leader in Chile? How much authority
can/should the United States have to intervene in other
nations when there is cause for concern but no direct threat
against the United States has been made?
•

CIA documents indicate that the agency assisted the

Pinochet government in creating the system of secret prisons
that led to the “disappeared.” Given U.S. involvement, what
should U.S. responsibility now be to the country of Chile
and/or to the families of the “disappeared”?
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Taking Action

•

Judge Guzmán and detectives oversee a disinterment.

Hold a forum that examines U.S. policy in Latin America,

Photo courtesy of Samy Carrasco

past and present. Include a history of U.S. military and political
involvement as well as the results of prosecutions for charges
of corruption and human rights violations against leaders

•

whom the United States has supported and opposed.

violations are occurring and commit to taking action that could

•

Augusto Pinochet’s case set a precedent for “Universal

help stop the abuses. If you need help identifying where abuses

Jurisdiction.” Convene a mock World Court to try Pinochet for

are occurring and how to take action, check the websites of

Investigate a current situation in which human rights

human rights violations. Include a discussion of who else

human rights organizations (see the “Resources” section for

should be brought to trial (if not by name, then by position).

suggestions).

What do you learn from the trial that might be instructive in
holding accountable officials in other countries where human
rights violations have occurred?
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Resources
FILM-RELATED WEB SITES
Original Online Content on P.O.V. Interactive
(www.pbs.org/pov)
P.O.V.’s The Judge and the General companion website
www.pbs.org/pov/judgeandthegeneral

What’s Your P.O.V.?
P.O.V.’s online Talking Back Tapestry is a colorful,
interactive representation of your feelings about
The Judge and the General .
Listen to other P.O.V. viewers talk about the film
and add your thoughts by calling 1-800-688-4768.
www.pbs.org/pov/talkingback.html

The companion website to The Judge and the General offers
exclusive streaming video clips from the film, a podcast version
of the filmmaker interview and a wealth of additional resources,
including a Q&A with the filmmakers, ample opportunities for

WHITE HOUSE YEARS (BOSTON: LITTLE BROWN & CO, 1979)

viewers to “talk back” and talk to each other about the film, and

This is the first volume of former Secretary of State Henry

the following special features:

Kissinger’s memoirs. The other two volumes are Years of

ESSAYS

Upheaval and Years of Renewal.

Why are some people spurred to act in the face of

THE PINOCHET FILE: A DECLASSIFIED DOSSIER ON ATROCITY

government-sponsored injustice, while other stand by and

AND ACCOUNTABILITY (NEW YORK: NEW PRESS, 2003)

do nothing? We explore the concept of "The Good German"

In his book, Peter Kornbluh examines thousands of records that

with some experts and activists.

were recently declassified by the CIA, the White House, the
National Security Council, the Pentagon and the FBI. Kornbluh
offers new revelations about America’s development of a policy
dedicated to overthrowing Chile’s democratic government and

Background on Chile and Pinochet

replacing it with a military leader reviled for his complete
disregard for human rights.

A NATION OF ENEMIES: CHILE UNDER PINOCHET
(NEW YORK: W.W. NORTON AND COMPANY, 1993)

CHILE, PINOCHET AND THE CARAVAN OF DEATH

This seminal book, by Pamela Constable and Arturo Valenzuela,

(CORAL GABLES, FLA.: NORTH-SOUTH CENTER PRESS, 2001)

chronicles the dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet based on broad

Originally published in 1989 as Caso Arellano: Los zarpazos del

sources and hundreds of interviews.

puma, this book by journalist Patricia Verdugo is considered to
be one of the key documents that led to Pinochet’s arrest in

THE CONDOR YEARS: HOW PINOCHET AND HIS ALLIES

London in 1998. Verdugo’s father was tortured to death by the

BROUGHT TERRORISM TO THREE CONTINENTS

Pinochet regime. This is her account of the executions without

(NEW YORK: NEW PRESS, 2004)
By John Dinges, this is a history of the international Dirty Wars

trial of 75 political prisoners in five Chilean cities, carried out by
a military team later called the Caravan of Death.

by U.S. allies in South America reveals the covert actions of an
international intelligence network responsible for South
America’s worst human rights abuses. Dinges was himself
interrogated at a Chilean torture camp.
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Resources
NEW YORK TIMES: A BITTER LEGACY OF DIVISION

WASHINGTON POST: A DICTATOR'S DOUBLE STANDARD

SURVIVES PINOCHET
www.nytimes.com/2006/12/12/world/americas/12chile.html

www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/
article/2006/12/11/AR2006121101166.html

This article from the New York Times, describes the divisions

This article is referenced by the Hoover Institution's report What

between loyal supporters and opponents of Augusto Pinochet

Pinochet did for Chile and suggests that though Pinochet

after his death, as well as the actions that were being taken

tortured and murdered tens of thousands, he also left behind a

regarding his legal proceedings and his funeral arrangements.

thriving economy built on free-market principles. (December 12,

(December 12, 2006)

2006)

NEW YORK TIMES: PINOCHET CONTINUES TO HAUNT CHILE'S
CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT

Chile

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9400EED
B123AF93BA25754C0A9629C8B63

CHILE

This article from the New York Times, describes how the legacy

www.chileangovernment.cl/

of Pinochet, his cruelties, and his scandalous activities

The official website of the Chilean government includes general

continue to torment the government of Chile, whose only wish

information about the country and its current president as well

is to heal the scars left by his command. (July 18, 2004)

as links to related sites.

TIME MAGAZINE: LEGACY: GEN. AUGUSTO PINOCHET

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1568723,00.html

http://countrystudies.us/chile/

This article, written just after Pinochet's death, describes the

A comprehensive collection of documents providing a broad-

general's dictatorship in neutral terms, while describing how

ranging overview of Chilean history, politics, and culture is

his history of human rights violations paved the way for modern

available on this U.S. Library of Congress site.

day South American Politics. (December 11, 2006)
BBC NEWS: DID PINOCHET CURE OR KILL CHILE?
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/6167941.stm
Written by Robert Plummer, current BBC business reporter
who was the BBC's Chilean correspondent 10 years ago, this
commentary recounts how Pinochet's economic policies turned
the country around. (December 11, 2006)

U.S. Involvement
NATIONAL SECURITY ARCHIVES
There are two sites where documents related to U.S.
involvement in Chile prior to and during the Pinochet regime:
www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/news/20000919/index.html#docs and
the website that accompanies the film Chile Documentation

HOOVER INSTITUTION: WHAT PINOCHET DID FOR CHILE

Project (directed by Peter Kornbluh, who is featured in the film),

www.hoover.org/publications/digest/6731331.html

www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/latin_america/chile.htm.

A special article to the Hoover Digest, this report looks into the

JOHN DINGES

mixed legacy Pinochet left behind, contending that the former

www.johndinges.com/condor/

leader helped shape Chile into "Latin America's most
successful country". (2007)

The website of journalist John Dinges, author of The Condor
Years: How Pinochet and His Allies Brought Terrorism to Three
Continents, includes documents (in English and Spanish) about
Operation Condor and U.S. support for anti-Communist despots
in South America..
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Resources
Human Rights

PBS and NPR

DERECHOS
www.chipsites.com/derechos/index_eng.html

PBS

This human rights organization dedicated to occurrences in
Chile tracks current events as well as historical reports and
documentation. Information in Spanish is available at

NEWSHOUR: KISSINGER ON CHILE, PINOCHET

www.derechos.org/nizkor/chile/.

www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/latin_america/chile/
documents/kissinger_02-06-01.html

REPORT OF THE NATIONAL CHILEAN COMMISSION ON
TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION
www.usip.org/library/tc/doc/reports/chile/
chile_1993_toc.html

The NewsHour's Elizabeth Farnsworth interviewed Henry
Kissinger about the Clinton Administration's release of
thousands of formerly classified documents relating to U.S.
policy towards Chile in the 1970's. (February 6, 2001)

The text of this 1991 report is available in English on the website
of the U.S. Institute for Peace.
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

NPR

www.hrw.org
Human Rights Watch provides general information about

TALK OF THE NATION: PINOCHET'S CHILE

human rights as well as assessments of current situations

www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=6608670

around the world, including in Chile. Of special interest is a 2003
briefing entitled Discreet Path to Justice? Chile, Thirty Years After
the Military Coup, available at: www.hrw.org/backgrounder/
americas/chile/. Another resource is The Pinochet Precedent:
How Victims Can Pursue Human Rights Criminals Abroad,
available at www.hrw.org/campaigns/chile98/precedent.htm.
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
www.amnesty.org
This human rights organization focuses on the release of
political prisoners. For current and historical information, do a
search for “Chile” or “Pinochet.” For information in Spanish,
check out: www.amnistia.cl/.

The death of Alberto Pinochet, the dictatorial ruler of Chile for
nearly two decades was met with both celebrations and
mourning. This 2006 program, which looks at Pinochet's life
and legacy, brings together people who experienced his
brutality and injustice, as well as those who benefited from his
economic reforms. (December 11, 2006)
FRESH AIR: PETER KORNBLUH
www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1424538
In this interview, Peter Kornbluh, author of The Pinochet File: A
Declassified Dossier on Atrocity and Accountability, decribes
Pinochet's coup and dictatorship as well as the declassified
documents upon which his book is based. (September 9. 2003)

SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER
www.speaktruth.org/
This organization seeks to promote a more righteous and
peaceful world by using cultural, education and web-based
programs to gain support for international human rights. José
Zalaquett, one of Speak Truth to Power's "defenders" of human
rights, sheds light on the subject of what it was like to live
under Pinochet's rule.

© American Documentary, Inc.

23

Season

Discussion Guide | The Judge and the General

21

How to Buy the Film
To order The Judge and the General, go to www.laboratoryx.us/campaign
or email info@laboratoryx.us.

Produced by American Documentary, Inc. and
entering its 21st season on PBS, the awardwinning P.O.V. series is the longest-running series
on television to feature the work of America’s best contemporary-issue
independent filmmakers. Airing Tuesdays at 10 p.m., June through
October, with primetime specials during the year, P.O.V. has brought
more than 250 award-winning documentaries to millions nationwide
and now has a Webby Award–winning online series, P.O.V.’s Borders.
Since 1988, P.O.V. has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach
using independent nonfiction media to build new communities in
conversation around today’s most pressing social issues. More
information about P.O.V. is available online at www.pbs.org/pov.
Major funding for P.O.V. is provided by PBS, The John D. and Catherine
T. MacArthur Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, The
Educational Foundation of America, The Fledgling Fund, New York City
Department of Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts,
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, The September 11th Fund, and
public television viewers. Funding for P.O.V.'s Diverse Voices Project is
provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. P.O.V. is presented
by a consortium of public television stations, including KCET Los
Angeles, WGBH Boston and Thirteen/WNET New York.

P.O.V. Community Engagement and Education
P.O.V. provides Discussion Guides for all films as well as curriculumbased P.O.V. Lesson Plans for select films to promote the use of
independent media among varied constituencies. Available free online,
these originally produced materials ensure the ongoing use of P.O.V.’s
documentaries with educators, community workers, opinion leaders,
and general audiences nationally. P.O.V. also works closely with local
public-television stations to partner with local museums, libraries,
schools, and community-based organizations to raise awareness of the
issues in P.O.V.’s films.
P.O.V. Interactive
www.pbs.org/pov
P.O.V.’s award-winning Web department produces a Web-only
showcase for interactive storytelling, P.O.V.’s Borders. It also produces
a website for every P.O.V. presentation, extending the life of P.O.V. films
through community-based and educational applications, focusing on
involving viewers in activities, information and feedback on the issues.
In addition, www.pbs.org/pov houses our unique Talking Back feature,
filmmaker interviews, viewer resources and information on the P.O.V.
archives as well as myriad special sites for previous P.O.V. broadcasts.
American Documentary, Inc.
www.americandocumentary.org
American Documentary, Inc. (AmDoc) is a multimedia company
dedicated to creating, identifying and presenting contemporary stories
that express opinions and perspectives rarely featured in mainstreammedia outlets. AmDoc is a catalyst for public culture, developing
collaborative strategic-engagement activities around socially relevant
content on television, online and in community settings. These activities
are designed to trigger action, from dialogue and feedback to
educational opportunities and community participation.

Front cover: Judge Guzmán announces his decision, December 2004.
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