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Hickman, Martha Whitmore. 
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Prison. Morton Grove, IL: Albert 
Whitman and Company, 1990.  
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Hollon, Frank Turner. The God 
File: A Novel. San Francisco: 
MacAdam/Cage Pub., 2002. 

This multi-media resource list, 
compiled by Mary Cella of the 
St. Charles Public Library in 
partnership with the American 
Library Association, provides 
a range of perspectives on the 
issues raised by the upcoming 
P.O.V. documentary "What I 
Want My Words To Do To You" 
that premieres on December 
16th at 9 p.m. on PBS (check 
local listings). 

 
Hunter, Stephen. Pale Horse 
Coming. New York: Pocket Star 
Books, 2001. 
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Nashville: Abdington, 1983.  [YS] 

 
Ison, Tara.  A Child Out of 
Alcatraz.  Boston: Faber and 
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Marsden, John. Letters from the 
Inside. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1991. [YA] 

 
Paretsky, Sara. Hard Time. New 
York, NY: Dell, 1999. 

 
 "What I Want My Words To Do To 

You" offers an unprecedented 
look into the minds and hearts of 
the women inmates of New York's 
Bedford Hills Correctional Facility. 
The film goes inside a writing 
workshop led by playwright Eve 
Ensler, consisting of fifteen 
women, most of whom were 
convicted of murder. Through a 
series of exercises and 
discussions, the women, including 
former Weather Underground 
Members Kathy Boudin and Judith 
Clark, delve into and expose the 
most terrifying places in 
themselves, as they grapple with 
the nature of their crimes and 
their own culpability. The film 
culminates in an emotionally 
charged prison performance of 
the women's writing by acclaimed 
actresses Mary Alice, Glenn Close, 
Hazelle Goodman, Rosie Perez 
and Marisa Tomei. 
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YOUNG ADULT (YA) AND 
JUVENILE (YS) FICTION  
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 ADULT FICTION 
Woodson, Jacqueline.  Visiting 
Day. New York: Scholastic Press, 
2002. [YS] 

  
Calvert, Patricia. Glennis, Before 
and After. New York: Atheneum 
Books for Young Readers, 1996.  
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Many novels narrate the lives of 
those who have endured prison 
life and its effect on their 
families.  Below is a list of titles 
that offer insight into their world. 

 
 
________________________  
ADULT NONFICTION DeClements, Barthe.  Breaking 

Out.  New York: Delacorte Press, 
1991. [YS] 

 
 Braly, Malcolm. On the Yard.  

New York: New York Review 
Books,  2002. 

The following selections contain 
information on the history of 
prisons, their controversial role in 
society, innovative programs for 
inmates, and accounts of those 
who work for the prison system 
as well as those that are or have 
been incarcerated. 
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The Crusade of Dorthea Lynde 
Dix. White Hall, VA: Shoe Tree 
Press, 1992. 
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Prisons Treat Their Inmates? San 
Diego, CA: Greenhaven Press, 
2001. 

Luna, Louisa. Crooked. New York: 
MTV Books/Pocket Books, 2002.  
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Punishment in America. New 
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New York: New Press, 1999. 
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Greenhaven, 1990.  [YS] 

Parenti, Christian. Lockdown 
America: Police and Prisons in the 
Age of Crisis. London; New York: 
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