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LETTER FROM THE FILMMAKER

BeijinG, june 23, 2014

i was born at the end of Mao’s cultural Revolution and grew up in Deng’s era of opening and reform. it was a period of abrupt

and intense change in china. once schooled in communist teachings, i was later exposed to Western thinking, so as a film-

maker i developed a perspective that was different from both mainstream chinese ideology and Western preconceptions of

this country and its people.

Thirty years of unprecedented economic boom have lifted the material lives of millions in china, but they have also clouded

people’s hunger for the truth and the reality behind giant propaganda machines. Pragmatism and profit have become es-

sential, while humanity and critical reflection have become rare. The real china is as elusive as ever today, and neither china’s

insiders nor outsiders have access to a clear image of this fast-changing nation. But it is my mission to capture glimpses of

china’s true human face through the power of film.

The story of Beichuan is just one of many that remained untold. The city lost some 30,000 lives in the May 2008 earthquake.

But added to the tragedy was a lack of compassion and desire to understand what was really lost in the disaster. Much of

the population took news reports as the last word on the matter, and Beichuan quickly became a tourist destination. By giv-

ing voice to the survivors, Fallen City provides direct and intimate access to the people behind the statistics and head-

lines. it is not an exploration of the magnitude of the disaster, but a portrait of human choice and human nature writ

large in the wake of a tragedy.

Filmmaker Qi Zhao.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun
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i remember feeling the first

jolts of the earthquake in my

office in Beijing. An hour later,

we learned there had been an

earthquake 3,000 kilometers

away. We were shocked at its

strength. The number of casu-

alties reported grew by the

thousands with each hour. 

i’ll remember for the rest of my

life the day when i arrived in

the worst-hit city in the earth-

quake zone, Beichuan. The

wreckage was greater than

anything in a Hollywood disas-

ter film. survivors stumbled

along with their belongings in

baskets; a lady was crawling

among the debris of a school,

crying for her only son. A man

was begging rescuers to stop

digging him out because he

would rather die with his wife

and child, who lay beneath

him; a young boy was check-

ing every body bag for his par-

ents. sirens screeched, helicopters deafened, smoke and dust mixed with the smell of rotten corpses and disinfectants. For

a while, all i could do was cry. But then, my instincts led me to film very wide and long shots, slowly and quietly. it was the

only way to make sense of the turmoil, and it captured the soul of the disaster.

After a flurry of headlines, Beichuan soon slipped into the dark. The doctors, the soldiers, the volunteers, the journalists—all

came and went. The whole country moved its eyes to the olympic Games, and shortly afterward, Beichuan became a tourist

destination. But the survivors’ true stories had not been heard. The many twists and turns, the many manifestations of loss

and grief that continue years, even lifetimes, after the disaster, ultimately reveal something fundamental about human nature. 

Fallen City lets the survivors tell their tale. it does not present these characters as victims, but as voices representing a trou-

bled social and human condition at large. Forced to reconstruct their lives from the rubble, they remind us of the importance

of choice and purpose as values are being overturned so rapidly during china’s great age of progress.

Fallen City is the second film, after Last Train Home, in my continued exploration and interpretation of what is happening in

china and to individual consciousness during an era of fundamental social and economic upheaval. Amid torrents of change

and confusion, these films catch elusive truths and offer a candid view of this country.

Qi Zhao

Filmmaker, Fallen City

Filmmaker Qi Zhao.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun
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in china, an old city completely destroyed by a devastating

earthquake is being rebuilt at breakneck speed 40 miles

down the road from its original location. Government offi-

cials assure the public that the new city will offer survivors a

better life. But, as Fallen City (53 min.) reveals, rebuilding

the lives of survivors is not as simple as constructing new

apartments. 

The film follows three families who survived the 2008 earth-

quake that completely destroyed the chinese mountain city

of Beichuan and killed more than 20,000 of its residents. Mr.

Peng is a devoted father who lost his young daughter in the

rubble. The trauma that he and his wife are suffering stands

in the way of rebuilding their lives and having another child.

Divorcee Li Guihua dutifully shows up at her government job

as district chief, seemingly inspired to live only because

someone needs to care for her paralyzed mother. Hong,

14, lost his father in the earthquake. He struggles to get

along with his mother, who berates him for failing

in school, because she views school as the key not

only to his future, but also to her own.

stunning cinematography of Beichuan’s ruins provides view-

ers with ample time to contemplate the lessons of this nat-

ural disaster and what we define as recovery. The inhabitants

of Beichuan and the city itself are torn between life as it used

to be and modernity. As we see the survivors struggle to

cope with painful memories, profound sadness and personal

loss, it seems natural to ask deeper questions: What is the

difference between recreating a collection of streets and

buildings and recreating a community? How do we honor

loved ones who have passed away without giving over every

aspect of life to mourning? What is our relationship to place

and to ground that is now sacred because it holds the re-

mains of people who were important to us? And, finally,

when futures are uncertain and dislocation inescapable,

what is the definition of “home”? 

INTRODUCTION
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A half-standing building, 4 months after the earthquake.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun



Fallen City is well suited for use in a variety of settings

and is especially recommended for use with:

• Your local PBS station 

• Groups that have discussed previous PBS and POV

films relating to China or recovery from natural

disasters, including Up the Yangtze, Last Train

Home and I’m Carolyn Parker: The Good, the Mad

and the Beautiful.  

• Groups focused on any of the issues listed in the

Key Issues section, including first responders and

disaster relief organizations and agencies

• High school students, youth groups and clubs

• Faith-based organizations and institutions

• Cultural, art and historical organizations,

institutions and museums

• Civic, fraternal, immigrant and community groups

• Academic departments and student groups at

colleges, universities and high schools

• Community organizations with a mission to

promote education and learning, such as local

libraries.

Fallen City is an excellent tool for outreach and will be

of special interest to people looking to explore the

following topics:

• Architecture

• China

• Disaster relief

• Earthquakes

• Economics

• Education

• Family dynamics

• Funeral traditions

• Government

• Grief/grieving

• Housing

• Intergenerational relationships

• Memorials/museums

• Natural disasters

• One-child policy

• Parents and children

• Psychology

• Rebuilding

• Recovery
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USING THIS GUIDE

This guide is an invitation to dialogue. it is based on a belief in the power of human connection, designed for people who

want to use Fallen City to engage family, friends, classmates, colleagues and communities. in contrast to initiatives that

foster debates in which participants try to convince others that they are right, this document envisions conversations un-

dertaken in a spirit of openness in which people try to understand one another and expand their thinking by sharing

viewpoints and listening actively. 

The discussion prompts are intentionally crafted to help a wide range of audiences think more deeply about the issues

in the film. Rather than attempting to address them all, choose one or two that best meet your needs and interests. And

be sure to leave time to consider taking action. Planning next steps can help people leave the room feeling energized and

optimistic, even in instances when conversations have been difficult. 

For more detailed event planning and facilitation tips, visit www.pov.org/engage

POTENTIAL PARTNERS KEY ISSUES
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2008 Sichuan Earthquake

on May 12, 2008 at 2:28 p.m., a 7.9 magnitude earthquake

struck the sichuan province of china. With nearly 90,000

people listed as dead or missing, the earthquake was the

seventh deadliest earthquake since 1900. The earthquake

left an estimated 10 million individuals without shelter—a

record number—and it was also the second most costly

earthquake since 1900. The national Development and Re-

form commission of china estimated the cost of recovery

to be as much as $147 billion, the equivalent of the entire

economic output of sichuan for the year prior to the

earthquake. 

earthquakes occur in stages, sometimes beginning with

foreshocks that can happen days, weeks or even months be-

fore the “mainshock.” The mainshock delivers the most force

and always results in aftershocks that can continue up to

several months thereafter. in this earthquake, there were no

foreshocks, but aftershocks continued for months, triggering

even more devastation in many regions. 

According to the united states Geological survey, the earth-

quake was caused by the indian and eurasian tectonic plates

colliding, which forced the Tibetan Plateau toward china.

A helicopter view of the old city of Beichuan 

right after the earthquake.

Photo courtesy of Niu Xiaoyu
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The sichuan Basin is especially vulnerable to severe earth-

quakes due to high levels of subterranean sediments that

trap and intensify tremors. These conditions, in addition to

the sheer power of the earthquake, caused the 155-mile

Longmenshan fault to split into two separate sections.

Tremors were felt 900 miles away from the epicenter, reach-

ing as far as Vietnam and Russia.

Sources:

Daniell, james. “sichuan 2008: A Disaster on an immense scale.” BBc

news, May 8, 2013. http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-

22398684

Harris, Tom, and Patrick j. Kiger. “How earthquakes Work.”

HowstuffWorks.com, january 16, 2001. 

http://science.howstuffworks.com/nature/natural-disasters/

earthquake.htm

Hooker, jake. “Toll Rises in china Quake.” The New York Times, 

May 26, 2008.

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/26/world/asia/26quake.html?_r=0

national Geophysical Data center. 

http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/ngdc.html

oskin, Becky. “What caused the Deadly china earthquake?”

Livescience, April 21, 2013. 

http://www.livescience.com/28900-sichuan-china-earthquake-

explained.html

Tectonics observatory. “The science behind china’s 2008 sichuan

earthquake.” http://www.tectonics.caltech.edu/outreach/highlights/

2008MaychinaeQ/12May2008sichuanearthquake.pdf

united states Geological survey. “Magnitude 7.9 - eastern sichuan, china.”

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eqinthenews/2008/us2008ryan

Watts, jonathan. “sichuan Quake: china’s earthquake Reconstruction

to cost $150bn.” The Guardian, August 14, 2008. 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2008/aug/15/chinaearthquake.china

A building devastated after the earthquake.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun
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Beichuan

in its original incarnation, Beichuan, located in the northern

sichuan province, was a rural village nestled in a river valley

surrounded by mountains, and the only autonomous county

seat of the ethnic Qiang people. old Beichuan  was espe-

cially vulnerable to damage from the earthquake, as rubble

from the steep, sloping mountains surrounding the village

came crashing down when it occurred. The village was one

of the two zones with the most seismic intensity, both dur-

ing the mainshock of the earthquake and during the after-

shocks. Aftershocks triggered landslides in various areas of

sichuan province, threatening rescue efforts and ultimately

killing 158 people who were working to rebuild roads. 

The earthquake’s damage was so extreme that the town was

completely abandoned and its residents were relocated to a

spot about 15 miles away. An estimated 80 percent of the

village’s buildings were completely destroyed and two thirds

of the town’s population—approximately 21,000 people—

perished. Thousands of bodies were buried beneath debris

and rubble, leaving survivors to mourn over the sites where

they presumed their loved ones were. 

Due to the dangerous instability of old Beichuan, the

government decided to forgo rebuilding the town

and instead turn it into a museum to commemorate the vic-

tims of the earthquake. Many survivors of Beichuan, left with

few employment options and struggling to move forward,

became vendors at the old Beichuan memorial site, where

tourists from all over the world still arrive every day. These

vendors sell DVD footage of the earthquake, books with im-

ages of victims and devastation and other earthquake mem-

orabilia. other family members moved away to urban areas

to work and save money for new homes and a new life in the

new Beichuan.

Sources:

Barboza, David. “one Week Later, a nation Pauses to share its

Mourning and Grief.” The New York Times, May 20, 2008. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/20/world/asia/20china.html?_r=1&

Block, Melissa. “Ruined Beichuan starts Anew.” nPR, May 4, 2009.

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyid=103720889

“creating new Beichuan Town That Preserves Qiang ethnic culture.”

Shanghai Daily, May 14, 2009.

http://www.china.org.cn/china/opinion/2009-05/14/content_17774826.htm

A Beichuan building in ruins.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun
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French, Howard W. “Fearing Floods, chinese order evacuations in

Quake Area.” The New York Times, May 28, 2008. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/28/world/asia/28china.html

Honjo, Yusuke et al. Geotechnical Risk and Safety: Proceedings of the

Second International Symposium on Geotechnical Safety and Risk, Gifu,

Japan. Boca Raton: cRc Press, 2009.

Lim, Louisa. “Five Years After a Quake, chinese cite shoddy

Reconstruction.” nPR, May 13, 2013. 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/parallels/2013/05/14/183635289/Five-Years-

After-A-Quake-chinese-cite-shoddy-Reconstruction

Phillips, Tom. “children’s Deaths Airbrushed from Memorials to china’s

Worst earthquake in History.” National Post, May 13, 2013. 

http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/05/13/childrens-deaths-scrubbed-

from-memorials-for-chinas-worst-earthquake/

School Collapse Scandal

The disproportionate number of school buildings destroyed

by the earthquake was one of the biggest tragedies of the

earthquake and a topic of much controversy in the weeks

and months that followed. More than 7,000 schoolrooms

crumbled, killing an estimated 10,000 students. in Beichuan

alone, 1,000 students at the local middle school perished as

the building was completely leveled to the ground. “Tofu

construction” soon became a common term for poor build-

ing construction techniques used to create many of those

schools; in some areas, schools were the only buildings that

collapsed. This ignited widespread allegations of corruption

against education ministry officials and contractors, who

were suspected of building schools that failed to meet gov-

The old city of Beichuan, 4 months after the earthquake.

Photo courtesy of Niu Xiaoyu
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ernment standards in order to save money and pocket the

remaining profits. 

Approximately one year after the quake, the chinese gov-

ernment confirmed that 5,335 students had died in the

earthquake. This was the first official figure released after

student deaths became a politically sensitive issue following

accusations from parents regarding substandard construc-

tion.

Sources:

Bradsher, Keith. “chinese official Defends construction of schools

Felled in Quake.” The New York Times, March 8, 2009. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/09/world/asia/09sichuan.html

Bristow, Michael. “no Blame in china school collapse.” BBc news, May

8, 2009. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/mobile/asia-pacific/8039376.stm

The New York Times. “sichuan earthquake.” 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/earthquakes/sichu

an_province_china/index.html

Rebuilding and Recovery

A study published in 2010 in the journal of urban Health il-

lustrates the psychological toll of the earthquake. Accord-

ing to the study, among 3,324 students from a secondary

school in earthquake-affected chengdu, “22.3% reported

post-traumatic stress disorder (PTsD); 22.6% were probable

depression cases; 10.6% reported suicidal ideation; and 14.1%

would like to receive psychological counseling.” students

also reported anxiety over aftershocks and distress from ex-

posure to media coverage of the disaster and/or visiting dis-

aster-affected sites.

The reconstructed town of Beichuan, officially called

Yongchang, cost $1.4 billion to build and houses approxi-

mately 40,000 individuals. Many buildings and parks were

developed according to the principles of traditional Qiang

architecture as a way of preserving the culture of Beichuan.

The town is a modernized iteration of the old, rural Beichuan,

with swimming pools, sports centers and bicycle paths.

School children in New Beichuan.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun
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While many of Beichuan’s residents were able to relocate to

the new town, a number of them continue to struggle finan-

cially. other residents echo the concerns of substandard

construction voiced in the immediate aftermath of the earth-

quake. Residents of the new town have begun noticing

cracked walls and buildings separating from the pavement.

Malfeasance also remains an issue, as $228 million of recon-

struction funds were embezzled or illegally transferred, ac-

cording to the national Audit office, and at least 11 people

have been sentenced for corruption.

Amidst praise for the chinese government’s efficient and

timely response, criticism of local and national government

continues to surface with reports of corruption, media sup-

pression and denial of public access to information. While

the chinese government offered tremendous financial and

organizational resources to areas ravaged by the disaster,

the question of whether transparency and accountability are

upheld remains a point of contention for many. 

Sources:

“creating new Beichuan Town That Preserves Qiang ethnic culture.”

Shanghai Daily, May 14, 2009. 

http://www.china.org.cn/china/opinion/2009-

05/14/content_17774826.htm

Lau, joseph T. F. et al. “Psychological Distress Among Adolescents in

chengdu, sichuan at 1 Month After the 2008 sichuan earthquake.”

Journal of Urban Health, May 2010.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMc2871082/

Lim, Louisa. “Five Years After A Quake, chinese cite shoddy

Reconstruction.” nPR, May 13, 2013. 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/parallels/2013/05/14/183635289/Five-Years-

After-A-Quake-chinese-cite-shoddy-Reconstruction

Mr. and Mrs. Peng set up a memorial for their daughter.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun
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Mr. and Mrs. Peng, in their 30s, lost their only daughter when

her school collapsed. she was 11 years old. 

Hong Shihao, 14 years old, is coping with his father’s death. 

Li Guihua, a divorced woman in her 50s, lost nearly her entire

family—her daughter, granddaughter and three sisters—and

struggles to care for her paralyzed mother, who no longer

recognizes her. 

Selected People Featured in Fallen City



Immediately after the film, you may want to give people a

few quiet moments to reflect on what they have seen or

pose a general question (examples below) and give people

some time to themselves to jot down or think about their

answers before opening the discussion: 

• If you could ask anyone in the film a single question,

whom would you ask and what would you ask him or

her?

• What did you learn from this film? What insights did

it provide?

• If a friend asked you what this film was about, what

would you say? 

• Describe a moment or scene in the film that you

found particularly disturbing or moving.  What was it

about that scene that was especially compelling for

you?

GENERAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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Sun Shaoguang filming the city of Beichuan 

in the flood season from where Peng lives.

Photo courtesy of Niu Xiaoyu
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Understanding the Disruption

compare and contrast the ways that Hong, Mr. and Mrs.

Peng and Li Guihua cope with their losses. How is their re-

covery influenced by their age/generational cohort, eco-

nomic status and which other family members survived (e.g.,

losing a parent compared to losing a child)?

Li Guihua says that her elderly mother “had no idea what

happened when the earthquake came.” How do natural dis-

asters and recovery efforts affect those who are weak or ill

differently than they affect those who are physically and

mentally healthy?

consider government action, media statements and the per-

sonal responses of each of the featured families. Do these

differ from responses you have seen in other countries? if

so, how? What do the responses say about the influence

of culture on the ways that we cope with natural dis-

asters?

A media broadcast says, “chinese people won’t be beaten

by disasters. We will always remember the encouragement

of President Hu and Premier Wen. With the support of our

society, residents here are embracing a better future.” How

is this similar to or different from media reports following

u.s. disasters? if you were a reporter on the scene of a dis-

aster, what would you ask survivors, emergency workers or

government officials?

Li Guihua comments, “There were some millionaires in our

town, but they all died in the disaster.” she says, “Money

means nothing to me now.” How does a natural disaster clar-

ify or re-order priorities?

Sister Li and her mother in the temporary residence 

80 kilometers away from their hometown Beichuan.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun
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Rebuilding Homes

news reports about the new city tout it as “modern,” “sci-

entifically planned” and “a shangri-La.” in contrast, a former

Beichuan resident says, “We used to live really close to each

other. But we can’t anymore. We’re separated by walls and

blocks.” What is the difference between re-creating a col-

lection of streets and buildings and recreating a community?

How would you do the latter?

Mr. Peng often visits the site where his daughter died. He ex-

plains, “i don’t need to do anything. just sitting there makes

me feel comforted.” How do the deaths of loved ones

change our relationship to the place where they died, espe-

cially if their bodies have not or cannot be recovered? 

Hong says, “i’m not really sure about the meaning of home

anymore. To me, home is me and my mum. But if we both

miss our old home, we can’t really give each other security.”

When futures are uncertain and dislocation inescapable,

what is the definition of “home”? 

old Beichuan becomes an earthquake museum. What do

you think it would be like to see the remnants of your home,

where friends, neighbors, co-workers and family are still

buried beneath the rubble, become a tourist attraction? if it

were up to you, what would you do with old Beichuan and

why?

Mr. and Mrs. Peng are not sure they can afford an apartment

in the new Beichuan. compare this with news reports saying,

“survivors of the earthquake have moved into new flats and

their lives have improved. The needs of the people have

been met. We have made great progress because we have

a great party and a powerful country.”

Mr. Peng looking out over the town of Beichuan.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun
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Rebuilding Lives

Mrs. Peng, who picked cherries with her daughter the day

before the earthquake, explains that her mother “planted

two cherry trees, one for my daughter, one for my nephew.”

in what other ways do you see people in the film honoring

those who were lost? How about ways they honor those

who survived? How do we honor loved ones who have

passed without dedicating our lives to mourning? 

Mrs. Peng imagines what her daughter would have wanted

as inspiration to move on: “My daughter will be unhappy to

see us living a lonely life.” How does thinking about the de-

sires of the deceased aid the healing process?

security guards prevent Mr. and Mrs. Peng from visiting their

daughter’s “tomb.” What are the needs on both sides of the

conflict? if you were a mediator, how would you help them

resolve the issue?

Hong shares, “sometimes i would rather be alone. i don’t

want to be disturbed, but i don’t really know why.” in con-

trast, Li Guihuan says, “sometimes life seems meaningless.

As long as i am talking to other people, even arguing or

fighting, the day would seem meaningful. But if i am

alone at home, then that day is meaningless.” What role does

solitude play in healing? Why do you suppose some people

seek solitude to recover from tragedy, while others want the

opposite and cling to loved ones more tightly?

Hong, his mother and Li Guihan all appear to engage in neg-

ative or self-destructive behaviors. in what ways might the

stressors they experienced during and after the earthquake

relate to these behaviors? What do you think would have

helped them deal with those stressors in better ways?

Hong’s mother treats him harshly for his poor performance

on school exams. Why might she be so focused on his

schooling or see his video gaming as slacking? How does her

approach influence his performance and healing?

Mr. Peng declares, “After the earthquake i didn’t want an-

other child… “Many other couples are looking forward to

having another baby. But we never think of it at all.” Later in

the film, he and Mrs. Peng reconsider. How might focusing

on the next generation help survivors heal? 

Writing a make-shift gravestone for a lost loved one.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun
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Mr. Peng’s father-in-law reminds him, “You need to have de-

scendants.” Why do so many people consider it essential to

have descendants? How does china’s one-child policy affect

each of the featured families and their recovery process?

The film was shot over several years. some of those who are

featured are shown undergoing changes over time. What

role does the passage of time play in healing?

Mr. Peng heals by staying close to where his daughter died.

His wife goes away “to get away from the pain.” How does

distance aid or inhibit healing? 

Hong wishes his father was still alive so he could talk to him

about “mental conflicts” and “man-to-man things.” Why do

you suppose he doesn’t feel comfortable talking to his step-

father or grandfather?

Li Guihua says, “if my mother had died in the earthquake, i’d

have no reason to live.” she also says that work eases her

pain. How does having a specific purpose or task help her

recover from the disaster? 

Hong says that he wants to “explore the world,” but he also

says, “no matter where i go or what i do in the future, i

will always come back. Because i have memories

here. Because this is my home. This is where i used to live. it’s

only a small town in the mountains, but to me, it’s very

grand.” How do memories attach us to particular places?

How would you describe your attachment to the place

where you live or where you grew up? How do you think you

would react if you could never go back because the place

no longer existed? What would help you come to terms with

that loss?

We see several people in the film engaged in rituals to honor

those they mourned (e.g., Mr. Peng on Tomb sweeping Day).

What role do rituals play in healing? What sorts of healing

rituals do people in your community perform and how do

they help people cope with loss? 

Hong looking at a memorial for his father.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun

Additional media literacy questions are available at:

www.pbs.org/pov/educators/media-literacy.php



Taking Action

• Volunteer to work with organizations or agencies that provide disaster relief where you live. Help

them think through what sorts of long-term supports would serve the emotional and physical needs of

survivors like those featured in the film. Consider the needs of different types of groups (e.g., what

children or adolescents need that would be different from what their parents or grandparents need).

• Hold a fundraiser to support survivors or disaster-relief organizations.

• Find ways to help survivors from previous natural disasters share the lessons they have learned about

recovery with survivors from more recent tragedies.

• In a place that has recently experienced a natural disaster, convene a charrette to help plan a lasting

memorial to the people and things that were lost. 
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A half-standing building in the old city of Beichuan,

2 years after the earthquake.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun



Sichuan Earthquake

THE NEW YORK TIMES: SICHUAN EARTHQUAKE 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/

earthquakes/sichuan_province_china/index.html 

The newspaper’s website provides an update about the

earthquake and its aftermath, as well as links to related

articles.

UNICEF: SICHUAN EARTHQUAKE ONE YEAR REPORT

www.unicef.org/eapro/UNICEF-China_Sichuan_
Earthquake_One_Year_Report.pdf 

This May 2009 comprehensive accounting of uniceF’s

relief work in the area also provides a summary of damage

and recovery.

China

BBC: CHINA PROFILE

www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-13017877 

The BBc’s profile of china provides general information

about the country. see also the blog at

www.bbc.com/news/blogs/china_blog/.

CCTV 

http://english.cntv.cn/ 

The english website of china central Television, the

national television station of the People’s Republic of

china, provides news both inside and outside china. The

channel is also carried on many u.s. cable services.

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH: WORLD REPORT 2014: CHINA

www.hrw.org/world-report/2014/country-
chapters/china 

The organization’s annual assessment of the status of

human rights around the world includes a chapter on

china.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/ 

The english version of this government site includes

current news and general background information on

china, as well as a link to gov.cn, the chinese

government’s official web portal. 

RESOURCES
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Original Online Content on POV  
To enhance the broadcast, POV has produced an interactive website to enable viewers to explore the film in greater

depth. The Fallen City website—www.pbs.org/pov/fallencity—offers a streaming video trailer for the film; an

interview with filmmaker; a list of related websites, articles and books; a downloadable discussion guide; and special

features.

What’s Your POV? 
Share your thoughts about Fallen City by posting a comment at www.pbs.org/pov/fallencity



Grief and Grieving

AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION:

RECOVERING EMOTIONALLY FROM DISASTER

www.apa.org/helpcenter/recovering-disasters.aspx 

on this page, the American Psychological Association

provides tips for recovering from natural and other

disasters.

HEAL GRIEF

HealGrief.org 

This group’s website hosts an online community where

people who are grieving can find support and resources,

including explanations of funeral traditions in various

religions.

PSYCH CENTRAL: THE 5 STAGES OF LOSS AND GRIEF

http://psychcentral.com/lib/the-5-stages-of-loss-and-
grief/000617 

This article summarizes the five stages of grief formulated

by elisabeth Kübler-Ross.

RESOURCES
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Hong Shihao with his mother.

Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun



Front cover: Li Mingshan, Brother Peng's father-in-law,
looking down the old city on the mountain top. 
Photo courtesy of Shaoguang Sun

Produced by American Documentary, Inc.

and beginning its 27th season on PBS in

2014, the award-winning POV series is the

longest-running showcase on American television to feature the

work of today’s best independent documentary filmmakers. Air-

ing June through September with primetime specials during the

year, POV has brought more than 365 acclaimed documentaries

to millions nationwide. POV films have won every major film and

broadcasting award, including 32 Emmys, 15 George Foster

Peabody Awards, 10 Alfred I. DuPont-Columbia University

Awards, three Academy Awards and the Prix Italia. Since 1988,

POV has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach using

independent nonfiction media to build new communities in con-

versation about today’s most pressing social issues. Visit

www.pbs.org/pov. 

POV Digital www.pbs.org/pov

POV’s award-winning website extends the life of our films online

with interactive features, interviews, updates, video and educa-

tional content, as well as listings for television broadcasts, com-

munity screenings and films available online. The POV Blog is a

gathering place for documentary fans and filmmakers to discuss

their favorite films and get the latest news.  

POV Community Engagement and Education 

POV’s Community Engagement and Education team works with

educators, community organizations and Public Media stations

to present more than 650 free screenings every year. In addi-

tion, we produce and distribute free discussion guides and cur-

riculum-based lesson plans for each of our films. With our

community partners, we inspire dialogue around the most im-

portant social issues of our time.

Major funding for POV is provided by PBS, The John D. and

Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the John S. and James L.

Knight Foundation, Bertha Foundation, Wyncote Foundation,

The Educational Foundation of America, Corporation for Public

Broadcasting, National Endowment for the Arts, New York State

Council on the Arts, the New York City Department of Cultural

Affairs in partnership with the City Council, Ann Tenenbaum and

Thomas H. Lee, and public television viewers. POV is presented

by a consortium of public television stations, including KQED

San Francisco, WGBH Boston and THIRTEEN in association

with WNET.ORG

American Documentary, Inc.  www.amdoc.org

American Documentary, Inc. (AmDoc) is a multimedia company

dedicated to creating, identifying, and presenting contemporary

stories that express opinions and perspectives rarely featured in

mainstream-media outlets. AmDoc is a catalyst for public cul-

ture, developing collaborative strategic-engagement activities

around socially relevant content on television, online, and in

community settings. These activities are designed to trigger ac-

tion, from dialogue and feedback to educational opportunities

and community participation.

You can follow us on Twitter @POVengage 
for the latest news from 

POV Community Engagement & Education.

The See it On PBS logo is a trademark of the Public Broadcasting Service and is used with permission. All rights reserved.

Media Sponsor:

http://www.americandocumentary.org

