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This list of fiction and 
nonfiction books, compiled 
by Rachael Weyand of 
Portland Public Library, 
provides a range of 
perspectives on the issues 
raised by the POV 
documentary Fallen City. 
  
After an earthquake levels 
Beichuan, China, a modern 
replica rises with astounding 
speed, but while a city can be 
rebuilt quickly, reconstructing a 
community’s heart and soul is a 
long, emotional journey for the 
survivors. Official Selection of 
the 2013 Sundance Film 
Festival. A co-production of 
ITVS International. A co-
presentation with the Center for 
Asian American Media (CAAM). 
 
ADULT NONFICTION 

Boer, Jelle, and Donald 
Theodore Sanders. 
Earthquakes in Human 
History: The Far-Reaching 
Effects of Seismic 
Disruptions. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 
2005. Jelle Zeilinga de Boer 
and Donald Theodore Sanders 
vividly explain the geological 
processes responsible for 
earthquakes, and they describe 
how these events have had 
long-lasting aftereffects on 
human societies and cultures. 
Their accounts are enlivened 
with quotations from 
contemporary literature and 
from later reports. 

Doka, Kenneth J., and Joyce 
Davidson.Living with Grief: 
Who We Are, How We 
Grieve. Washington, DC: 
Hospice Foundation of 
America, 1998. Living With 
Grief: Who We Are, How We 
Grieve offers insight into the 
ways that culture, spirituality, 
age and gender affect the 
grieving process. 

Haigh, Richard, and Dilanthi 
Amaratunga. Post-Disaster 
Reconstruction of the Built 
Environment: Rebuilding for 
Resilience. Chichester, West 
Sussex, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 
2011. Written by an 

international team of experts, 
this book will help researchers 
and advanced students of 
construction understand the 
problems faced by communities 
and the construction industry 
when faced with a natural or 
man-made disaster, and identify 
the planning and management 
processes required by the 
industry to mount an effective 
response. 
 
Healey, Mark A. Ruins of the 
New Argentina: Peronism 
and the Remaking of San 
Juan After the 1944 
Earthquake. Duke University 
Press, 2011. In The Ruins of 
the New Argentina, Mark A. 
Healey argues that the disaster 
and the massive rebuilding 
project that followed 
transformed not only the 
province but also the nation. 
The earthquake was a 
shattering and galvanizing 
experience, an indictment of the 
old social order and an 
invitation to transform it. 
 
Hessler, Peter. River Town: 
Two Years on the Yangtze. 
Harper, New York, 2001.  
In the heart of China's Sichuan 
province, amid the terraced hills 
of the Yangtze River valley, lies 
the remote town of Fuling. Like 
many other small cities in this 
ever-evolving country, Fuling is 
heading down a new path of 
change and growth, which came 
into remarkably sharp focus 
when Peter Hessler arrived as a 
Peace Corps volunteer, marking 
the first time in more than half 
a century that the city had an 
American resident. Hessler 
taught English and American 
literature at the local college, 
but it was his students who 
taught him about the complex 
processes of understanding that 
take place when one is 
immersed in a radically different 
society. 
 
Palmer, James. Heaven 
Cracks, Earth Shakes : The 
Tangshan Earthquake and 
the Death of Mao's China. 
New York: Basic Books, 2012 
When an earthquake of historic 
magnitude leveled the industrial 
city of Tangshan in the summer 

of 1976, killing more than a 
half-million people, China was 
already gripped by widespread 
social unrest. As Mao lay on his 
deathbed, the public mourned 
the death of popular premier 
Zhou Enlai. Anger toward the 
powerful Communist Party 
officials in the Gang of Four, 
which had tried to suppress 
grieving for Zhou, was already 
potent; when the government 
failed to respond swiftly to the 
Tangshan disaster, popular 
resistance to the Cultural 
Revolution reached a boiling 
point. 
 
Rene, Helena K. China's 
Sent-Down Generation  
Public Administration and 
the Legacies of Mao's 
Rustication Program. 
Washington, DC :, 
Georgetown University 
Press, 2012. 
During China's Cultural 
Revolution, Chairman Mao 
Zedong's "rustication program" 
resettled 17 million urban 
youths, known as "sent downs," 
to the countryside for manual 
labor and socialist reeducation. 
This book, the most 
comprehensive study of the 
program to be published in 
either English or Chinese to 
date, examines the mechanisms 
and dynamics of state craft in 
China, from the rustication 
program's inception in 1968 to 
its official termination in 1980 
and actual completion in the 
1990s. 
 
Shiu-Hing Lo, Sonny. The 
Politics of Crisis 
Management in China: The 
Sichuan Earthquake. 
Lexington Books, October 
2014. This book analyzes the 
ways in which the Chinese 
government and military 
responded to the 2008 
Wenchuan earthquake in 
Sichuan province.  
 
Wolfelt, Alan. Healing Your 
Grief When Disaster Stikes: 
100 Practical Ideas for 
Coping After a Tornado, 
Hurricane, Flood, 
Earthquake, Wildfire, or 
Other Natural Disaster. Fort 
Collins: Companion Press, 
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2014. Some of the 100 ideas 
explain the basic principles of 
grief and mourning and how 
they apply in the aftermath of a 
natural disaster. Others offer 
immediate, here-and-now 
suggestions of things you can 
do today to express your grief 
and live with meaning in each 
moment. 
 
Wyss, Max. Earthquake 
Hazard, Risk and Disasters. 
Academic Press, 2014. 
Earthquake Hazard, Risk, and 
Disasters, one of nine volumes 
in Elsevier's Hazards and 
Disasters series, covers 
problems caused by 
earthquakes and discusses the 
current thinking about 
engineering and social issues, 
such as how earthquake 
disasters can affect lives and 
impact property.  
 
 
ADULT FICTION 
 
Tonkin, Peter. Red River. 
Sutton, Surrey, England: 
Severn House, 2010. Richard 
Mariner has just ridden out an 
earthquake powerful enough to 
destroy the Three Gorges Dam. 
He knows he should be ordering 
his ship, the Poseidon, back 
down the Yangtze at flank 
speed. But several things are 
making him hesitate: Architect 
Chang, the mother of the 
Poseidon's captain, is missing 
and may need urgent help; his 
wife, Robin, puts 
humanitarianism far above self-
preservation; and he has no 
intention of leaving his new 
launch, Marilyn, lost overboard 
during the earthquake, drifting 
in the river's shipping lanes . . . 
 
Zhongshi, Chen and Pingwa, 
Jia. Old Land, New Tales: 
Twenty Short Stories by 
Writers of the Shaanxi 
Region in China. 
AmazonCrossing: 2014.  
In this captivating collection 
from the Shaanxi region, 
considered the cradle of Chinese 
civilization, twenty disparate 
and unique voices come 
together to show a China caught 
between new-world 
advancements and old-world 

traditions. Through the eyes of 
award-winning authors, we see 
a changing China—from the 
Cultural Revolution to the 
country’s infamous one-child 
policy—giving us a profound 
look at the evolution of a land 
that is at once ancient and 
modern. 
 
 
NONFICTION FOR YOUNGER 
READERS 
 
Bone, Emily. Earthquakes 
and Tsunamis: An Usborne 
Beginners Book. London: 
Usborne Publising, 2012. 
Features information on real-life 
earthquakes, accompanied by 
striking colour photographs and 
vivid illustrations. 
 
Hughes, Lynne. You Are Not 
Alone: Teens Talk about Life 
After the Loss of a Parent. 
New York, NY: Scholastic 
Inc., 2005. Loss is one of the 
most isolating experiences there 
is, and kids who have lost a 
parent feel especially different 
than those around them. 
Comfort Zone Camp was 
founded as a safe place for 
grieving children, and now this 
very special healing experience 
can reach an even larger 
audience of children and the 
people who care for them. 
Through frank and accessible 
testimonials, Lynne Hughes and 
the kids of CZC share the most 
difficult parts of their losses and 
offer their own experiences of 
what helps, what doesn't, what 
"stinks," and ways to stay 
connected to their loved ones. 
 
 
FICTION FOR YOUNGER 
READERS 
 
Brown, Jennifer. Torn Away. 
New York: Little, Brown and 
Company, 2014. 
Born and raised in the Midwest, 
Jersey Cameron knows all about 
tornadoes. Or so she thinks. 
When her town is devastated by 
a twister, Jersey survives -- but 
loses her mother, her young 
sister, and her home. As she 
struggles to overcome her grief, 
she's sent to live with her only 
surviving relatives: first her 

biological father, then her 
estranged grandparents. 
 
Thesman, Jean. A Sea So 
Far. New York: Viking, 2001. 
After surviving the 1906 San 
Francisco earthquake and fires, 
two teenage girls, a wealthy 
semi-invalid and her hired 
companion, travel together to 
Ireland and discover they share 
much in common, from a love of 
romance novels to grief over the 
loss of their mothers. 
 


